

DA PAM 27-23 


LIBRARY 


USA CCSC FT IFAVFHWOR'i^Mi 



<■*11 


April 1974 




































immami poms. 

"WHAT'S IT ALL ABOUT? —THE SPECIAL COURT-MARTI AL" 


1. CF/M/HAL CASES fNTHF ARMYNORMALLY PEG/N AT THE COMPANY 
COMMANDER LEVEL . 

Z A COVET- MART/AL /S A CP/M/A/AC CAPE AW A CWV/CT/O/V 
RESULTS /A/A COURT-MARTIkL COHVfCVONRECORD. 

3 THE MAX/MUM PVN/SHMENT FOR A REGULAR SPEC/A L COURT¬ 
LY ART/AL /S S/X MONTHS 'CONFINEMENTA THARP LA&OR, 
two-th/Rps eoefe/tveefoe S/X MONTHS, anp EEPUCT/ON TO El. 

A. EACH COMMANDER MUST MARE AH /NPEPENPENT DEC/S/ON 
OAT THE P/SPOS/T/OH OF EACH CASE. 

5. AH ACCUSE P /S PRO V/ PEP AH ARMY LAWYER AS DEFENSE COMPEL. 

6. COVETS-MAET/AL ARE LEGAL. PROCEDURES WH/CH MAY BE COH- 
EUS/HG TO AH ACCUSED. AHP HE MUST RELY OH H/S COUNSEL 
EOF ASS/STAHCE. 

7. APPELLATE R/GHTS /RCLUPE REV/EYY EY THE 
COMMANDER, THE STAFF HEDGE ADVOCATE', AND LH SOME 
CASES BY THE HEDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL. 




























































































A FEW PAYS LATER. 

/REALLY LIKE TH/S 

rota camera -but 

$3900, /DON'TKNOW. 


IT'S A GREAT 
BUY. GO 



LETS CHANGE INTO C/Y/ES. 

/ WANT TO TRY 77//S ROTA OUT. 


6000 LOEA. LET'S SHOWER 
SO WE CAN GO 
DOWNTOWN LATER. 


A FEW Ml NOTES LATER. 



OH/ /SHOULD LOCK THAT UR- 
BUT WE'RE SNA HURRY, fi 
BE BACK SOON. 



















































































/O MINUTER LATER. 

HEY I MY CAMERA'S 60/VE. / 
KNEW / SHOULD HAVE LOCKED/T 
OP. LET'S SEE TOP R/6HTAWAY. 




DOWN THE HALL. 


t/me tor THE WEEKLY 
LAUNDRY RUN. HEY, 

\ iff fA'T*/" —***— ^ 






























































JUST WEN. 


EVERYONES RESTRICTED A WEFT ^ 

DOWN IN JOHNSON'S ROOM, HEY, 

what's that? you stay there, J what's the 
^ Mll - ^matter, sargep 

7/ ( / JUST FOUND TH/S /N 

^ r l MY LAUNDRY. HONEST! 



LATER THE CO. /S ER/EEED 


THAW /T,S/R. //ERE /N THEMP 
REPORT AND W/TNESS STATEMENTS. 
HARR/S - - A 77//EF. HARD TO 


























































WHAT ARE YOU GO/fi/6 TO OO, 
S/RP 3ARRACKS LARCENY IS 




THAT AFTERNOON 


00 YOU THIHK YOU 
HANDLE THIS BY ARTICLE 


SEEMS TOO SER/OUS TO 


COULD 

T/CLElSpn 


ARTICLE IS IS FOR MINOR 
OFFENSES. BUT HERE HIE 
ARE TALN/NO ABOUT A 
COURT'MARTIAL. r— 



A COURT-MARTIAL IS A REAL 
CRIMINAL TRIAL WHICH CAN 
RESULT IN A COURT CONVICTION. 

















































































THAT'S RIGHT. IN ADDITION, AN 
ACCUSES TRIED BY SPEC/AL 
COURT-MARTIAL FOR THIS 
OFFENSE CAN RECEIVE A 
MAX/MOM SENTENCE OF 6 
MONTHS /N JAIL , FORFEITURE 
OF TINO THIRDS PAY PER MONTH 
FOR 6 MONTHS AND REDUCTION 


HOW ABOUT 
A 

Discharge? 


A PUNITIVE DISCHARGE/S POSSIBLE 
WHEN TRIED BY A BCD SPECIAL 
COURT-MARTIAL OR BY A general 
COURT MARTIAL. DOES HARRIS 
HAVE A PRIOR COURT-MARTIAL? 



WELL. WHAT DO / DO? YOU 
LAWYERS GOTTA HELP ME. 


I'VE ADVISED YOU ON 
ALL THE LEGAL ANGLES. 
BUT YOU HAVE TO 
DECIDE ON WHAT YOU 



DROP THE CASE 
2 . USE ARTICLE \5 
3 RECOMMEND A 
COURT-MARTIAL TO 
THE BATTALION 
COMMANDER. 


































ON THE WAY BACK. 



CRIMINAL RECORD -• 
6 AND 6 *- /50R 
COURT-MARTIAL? 
RWAT A TOUGH 



THE NEXT 
DAY, 


F/RST SERGEANT, I'M GOING 
TO RECOMMEND A SPECIAL 
COURT-MARTIAL FOR FARRIS 
FOR VIOLATION OF ARTICLE 121 OF THE 
Ns vmA . UNIFORM code of military 
^ >3^. JUSTICE-LARCENY. 


O.K^SIR. I NAVE THE CHAR9E 
SHEETS AND FORWARDING 
LETTER TYPED UR I'LL 
HAVE HARRIS HERE AT 
FLOO So YOU ON INFORM 
HIM OF THE 
CHARGES. 



A COURT-MARTIAL! n 
BUT I DIDN'T STEAL 
NOTHING.. NO ONE WILL 
■\ BELIEVE ME. K 


AT I NO O 


THAT'S IT, HARRIS. I'M CHARGING 
YOU WITH LARCENY AND RECOM 
MENDING A SPECIAL COURT- 
MARTIAL TO THE COLONEL. 



























































































TWO DAYS LATE#. 


SIR, HERE'S THE 


HARRIS CASE FROM B COMPANY. JAG 
SAYS /T LOOKS L//CE A CLOSE CASE 
BUT WAT WERE /S ENOJEN TO GO 


TMMKS,CLAPP. IETME 
PAYE TNE F/LE. ANY 
PREVIOUS CONVICT/ONS? 



l*TEr\ just LIFE THE 

COMPANY COMM ANNE/?, / 
MUST MANE AN INDEPEHDEM 
DECISION. Arm/ WELL, I 
THINE A COURT-MARTIAL IS 
NEEDED. NE DID NAVE 



NEXT_ WEEK, \ S /R THEY WANT TO 


JAIL ME FOR SOMETHING / DIDN'T#). 
TEE FIRST SERGEANT SAID YOO WERE 
A L AWYER AND WOULD HELP ME. 

RELAX, ~SAM. 777aM~A 

LAWYER AND WE WIN 
QU/TE A FEW OF ODR 
CASES. LET'S START 
FROM THE BEGINNING- - 



AN HOUR LATER. \ WeYeBEEN OVER 
THAT'3 T/MES SIR 11 JUST WANT TO 
BEAT A COURT-MARTIAL. No 
MORE QUEST/ONS. 


OR. JUS T A FEW MORE 
FOR TODAY.... ANY 
ENEMIES IN THE BARRACKS? 
ANYONE WHO DOESN'T 

























































HECK NO. Ml THE 
EEUOWS GET ALONG I 
BUT... HET,/DID GET 
/NTO /T WITH 


ANDERSON A FEW 
WEEKS AGO-OVER 




MUCH l ATER 


WE 


TR/Al COUNSEL HAS 
TH/S SET FOR TRIAL 
NEXT WEDNESDAY, 
BETTER MANE A L/ST 
OF THINGS To DO, / 




GOODjUEUTENANT, you CAN 

test/fy as to marr/s'good 

MORAL CHARACTER AT THE 
trial, if he is found GUILTY 
you CAN AGAIN TESTIFY 
FOR MJM ON WMAT SENTENCE 
HE SHOULD RECEIVE. 


I'M HARRIS' PLATOON LEADER 
AND I WANT TO SPEAK UP FOR 
H/M AT THE TRIAL. HE'S A 
GOOD SOLD/ER. ^ 













































































one other thing- why no em 

ONTHE COURT? THAT'S NOT FAIR. 


HEY WAIT/ HARR/S CAN HAVE AT 
/EAST ONE-THtRD OF THE COURT 
BE EHL/STEP MEN THAT'S 
USUALLY ENOU6H TO FIND AN 
ACCUSEP NOT GUILTY BUT FELLOW 
ENUS7ZP MEN CAM ANP pOF/Np 
ENLISTED ACCUSEP GUILTY. EM 
COURT MEMBERS CAN 
HELP BUT CAN HURT ALSO. 
HARR/S WILLHAVE TO 



THREE DAYS LATER. 

SIR /'M NERVOUS 

LET'S SET/TOVER 


W/TH. 


COURTS-MART/AL 
SOMETIMES 
TARE A WH/LE. 


CALM DOWN NOU/. 


, YOU HAVE 70 HELP ME 
NIL BE ASKING YOU 
QUESTIONS AND YOU'LL BE 
PEC/P/NG SOME IMPORTANT 
QUESTIONS. 


) 

i 


) 

) 


THE JUDGE WILL SOON BE 
ASKING YOU. j 




mm 


**>«Si?***®* 



WHY SO MANY QUESTIONS? Do / 
HAVE ALL THOSE CHOICES? r ——' 

YES YOUPO. AND IF YOU PLEAD 
GUILTY. THE UUOOE W/LL ACCEPT 
YOUR PLEA ONL Y !E YOU ARE 

guilty and say so. no 

PHONY PEALS /NA M/LI7HRY 


































































YOU SAID /DIDN'TRAVE TO 




Aft 


Tft/S 


~WmW7ES LA7F& 

39 (a) SESSW-.TV£ M/L/TAPYPPR 
TO/? PP£l/M/mPY FEARIN G - - 


/5 CALLED TO ORDER, 


THE COOPT /S 


A FEW M/NU7E5 JJ7ER. \ s PFrmj ~ sr 

FARR/S. y0£/f/At/£ rFE R/CFT 7D PAVE 
AT YEAST (W£ TF/RD OF TEE MEM8YR 
Sf//P OF TMS COOPT COM¬ 
POSED OFEMJS7ED FBXm. 
DO YOO MET EPL/STEP 
i PERSONS 7D#£mA/L& 
to 7F/s co/rte 




TFEFEA&NC COMT/MES. 

SPECIALIST FARR/S 

FOE DO YOU PLEAD? 


















































































































































THfS SESSION ts 
ADJOURNED. THE t 
TRIAL WILL BEGIN 
IN IS MINUTES. 




/$ minutes LATER, I THEPROSECUr/ON 


CALLS AS ITS F/RSTWITNESS PLATOON 
SERGEANT « HONES. 

■ 


YOU SWEAR THAT THE EVIDENCE YOU 
SHALL GIl/E IN THE CASE NOW/AI 
HEAPING SHALL BE THE 77%/TH, THE 

TOTH/NO PUT 



STATE YOUR TOLL NAMEBRAPE, 
ORGANIZATION STATION. AND 

PLATOON SERGEANTOWDWy 
B, isr BA7TAL/ON 
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DO YOU KNOW THE 
ACCUSED? 


YES . 


/T'S SPA HARRIS 
SITTING OVER THERE. 



/CALL YOUR ATTEf/Tm 
TO A PAYDAY SEYERAL 
WEEKS AGO /AY THE 
BARRACK. WHAT 

WALKING DOWN 
HALL AND IRAS 
LOOR//VG TOR PLA¬ 
TOON SERGEANT 
STEIN. MEN / 

OPENED THE 
DOOR 

SQUAD ROOM> 

/SAD/... 



/O MINUTES LATER] 
THAT'S ABOUT ALL / 

F/RST SERGEANT A 

Wilson tell youABxA 
THE BARRACKS 
LARCENY P 



OBJECTION, YOUR HONOR. THE 

PROSECUTION IS LEADING THE 
WITNESS AND IS ASKING POP 
A neargay ANSWER. 


Your osuEcr/oN/s sustained. 
REPHRASE YOUR QUESTION. 


CPZ THOMPSON IS DOING 
ALL RIGHT. THIS LEGAL 
STUPE IS CONTUSING 
BUT NEUNDERSTANDS 















































































SEVERAL Am f MT/jcSSES ARE CALLED. 

v/^RosECuno^w^EEms^/AS^ 

ZESTS. ,- —--NW OFEN/N&AROM/EM. 

} 7UE DEFENSE MLL SNOW TEAT 
04 HARR/S fS THE V/CT/M 
OF A FRAMEUP AMD P!D NOT 
STEM. THE CAMERA WE 
W/LLSNONTNAT... 



NOW, ROPR/OUEZ, 
WHA T HAPPENED 
WEN? 


WEll, WE CAME IN 
'ANP PULLED THEM 
APART. SAM, SAM 
HARRIS, m/TEP 72 SHA&\ 
BC/TANDERSON REFUSE/?. 
ANDERSON PONT EIRE 
HARR/S. WELIJHEM... 



THE NEXT WITNESS. 


.../DON'T CARE MA 
YOU SAY. /D/DN'T , 

FRAME HARRIS. HESA 
CROON AND DESERYE r 
TOSEPUT/NUA/L. 

YON P&AMt? 


WA/TAM/NUTE. 
YOUD/PF/SHT 
WIN H/M AND 
YOU D/D REFUSE 
TO SHANE, RE- 
rOO'RE 
NOW 























































































THATN/6HT \mT l TOMORROW ITS OVER. 

THE COURT MIL ANNOUNCE (Ys T/ND/NCS. 
/F YOU ARE FOUNT 6U/LTY, THEN WE'LL 
ARGUE FOR THE UGHTEST SENTENCE j 

$/R, /F/ AM CONVICTED. 
/SIT AIL OVER? DOf 















































































































WE CASE CAE WEE 3EIOOECOA7 
W mSWGTVA/. 































































AT 0900 THE NEYT MOWN6. 

THE COURT W/LL ) 7M PROSECUTION 
COME TO ORPER.) NOULP LIRE TO 

-W ARGUMENT. 

THE GOVERNMENT HAS PROVCP 
THAT HARR/S STOLE THE 



20 MINUTES LATER-AFTER DEFENSE ARGUMENT 


...THERMAL PETER Ml NATIONAS TO THE 
WEIGHT OF THE El//PENCE ANP 7HE CREDI¬ 
BILITY OF THE WITNESSESTN TN/S CASE 
RESTS SOLELY UPON YOU MEMBERS OFTHE 
COORT. YOU MUST DISREGARD ANY COMMENT 
OR STATEMENT MAPE BYRE PUR/NG THE 
COURSE OF THE 7R/AL WNICH MAY SEEM TO 
/NO!CATE AN OP/N/ON AS TO TNEGU/LTOR 
INNOCENCE OE THE ACCUSES, FOR YOU 
ALONE HAVE THE(NDEPENPENT RESPONSI¬ 
BILITY OF PEC/PING TNE 



MUST IMPARTIALLY RESOLVE TNE 
ULTIMATE ISSUE AS TOTNE 
GUILT OR INNOCENCE OF THE 
ACCUSE// IN ACCORUANCE W/7H 
THE LAW, THEEV/BENPE ADMITTED 
IN COURT, ANP YOUR OU/M 
CONSCIENCE, j —. J-_- 


THE JUDGE CONCLUDES HIS 


















































































THE COURT IN DELIBERATION 


Well/ it MINK 
IT'S AN OPEN MO 
SHUT CASE. 
CLEARLY, HARRIS 
WAS FRAMED BY 
ANDERSON. , 
RODRIEUEZ'S 

testimony 

BEARS 
OO 


JUST JELL BY THE 
WAY ANDERSON w 
EL A REP UR WHEN 
CRT THOMPSON 
CORAIEREP HIM 
ABOUT THAT eight. 
I THINE HE WAS OUT 
FOR /REVENGE 


HUW, JUST HOLD OM I'VE 
BEEN ARO/JNRAWHILE 
AND IT'S A COMMON DE¬ 
FENSE TACTIC TO TRY 
PUT THE BLAME ON 

someone other than 

THEIR ACCUSED. ISAY 

the mere fact that 

ANDERSON AND HARRIS 
GOT IN A FIGHT OVER 
A GIRL BEFORE THE, 
THEFT OCCUREP DOESNT 
MEAN A THING. / _ 
AFTER ALL, WE WERE NT 
THERE TO SEE WHAT 
ACTUALLY HAPPENED. 
WE HAVE 70 PEJPN- 
STROCT THE 
FACTS FROM THE 

ey/dende PRE¬ 
SENTED TO t 
DE TERM THE THE 
TRUTH/ 



THE COURT HAS REACHE S A VERDICT. \ S p 4 HARRIS. IT IS MY DOTY AC PRESIDENT 

OF THIS COURT TO INFORM YOU THAT THE COURT IN 
CLOSED SESSION AHD UPON SECRET WRITTEN BALLOT. 









































































































By Order of the Secretory of the Army: 


Official: 


VERNE L. BOWERS 

Ma/or Genera/, United States Army 

The Adjutant General 


CREIGHTON W. ABRAMS 
Genera/, United States Army 
Chief of Staff 
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